
Exclusive opportunity for museum’s visitors 

 

Just in time for the Easter Sunday opening of the 2009 season, the museum has taken delivery 
of a full size replica of the 1st diesel engine ever made. 
 
The original engine resides in the Deutsches Museum in Munich – see � � � � � � � � � � � 	 
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Now however, instead of having to go to Germany to see it, visitors will be able to marvel at the 
engine Rudolf Diesel will have worked on back in 1897.  The replica stands beside the 1st 
diesel engine that was ever built in the UK, which was also the 3rd ever built in the world, 
Mirrlees No1.   
 
The replica was built to celebrate the 150th anniversary of Rudolf Diesel’s birth (2008) for MAN 
Truck & Bus Ltd and was taken out to trade shows around the country.  It has never before 
been available for the public to see. 

 
Geoff Challinor, museum 
curator, commented “We 
are extremely pleased 
that MAN have loaned us 
the engine, it looks terrific.  
By standing it beside the 
other diesel engine, you 
can see the alterations 
and improvements that 
were developed between 
the 1st and 3rd engine ever 
to be built in the world. ” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Geoff added “they have made a fabulous replica, even copying the 
repair on the flywheel.  The original must have had a joint failure 
between the two flywheel halves and the replica has the detail of the 
repair plates on it.” 



 
Above is the detail about the engine that appears on the accompanying information board. 
 
Following are some detailed shots of the replica engine. 
 
 
 



 
Replica engine on display in the Memorial Building at the Anson Engine Museum 


