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Then there was a change of plan ….. it was decided to re rig the chains to make sure 
the flywheel end of the engine would not cause an uneven lift. 
 
Everyone back to work while the engine was re-rigged. 



   
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



After about an hours worth of work and checks we were ready to try again.  A photographer 
from the local paper had turned up and can be seen in his green T-shirt poised ready for a 
dramatic shot of the engine being raised high up in the air, waiting for a silhouette against 
the clear blue sky. 

 

 
 

Even though we had explained it was only moving fifteen feet or so to the right I think 
his desire for an artistic shot overtook the practicalities of the move. 

 

    
Loud crack as the chains settle.   The guy on left below looks to see if there is daylight 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



We have lift off 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
With precision and skill the engine was 
gently lifted over the new bed plates. 
 
After a lot of detailed preparation and 
planning the crew managed the actual 
move in a couple of minutes.  The 
engine was gently lowered down onto 
the waiting frame. 
 
We found out that the engine didn’t 
weigh as much as we thought.  
Without the flywheel the body weighs 
around 50 ton. 



   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 



   
 

Geoff is relieved that the double-double checking 
of the bolt holes proved to be spot on. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After uncoupling the chains the crew was ready to move the Mirrlees engine that had 
stood beside the Ruston.  They made the whole thing look easy, what 
professionalism. 
 

 
 
 
 



The Mirrlees engine can be seen the other side of the now empty red frame that the 
Ruston had been stood on. 
 

 
 
Thanks to the advice of our ex-Mirrlees volunteers the way to move this engine was 
well known and very straightforward.  They inserted long metal bars through the 
engine body and attached the slings to this.  The job was over in minutes. 

 
  
 



 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The picture shows the Mirrlees to the right of the shed and the Ruston (now looking 
a lot less prominent) nestled on its bed at the front of the shed. 
 
 

 
All the heavy lifting done it was time for the 
crane crew to pack up and set off back to the 
depot.  The weights and chains were reloaded 
onto the vehicle, crane tucked back into 
horizontal position and off they set down 
through Poynton. 
 
Our sincere thanks go to Ainscough for their 
help in making this project a reality.  As well as 
doing a necessary move they provided us with 
a great spectacle watching the engine being 
moved.  It is always rewarding to watch 
professionals at work and with all that heavy 
machinery around we were all fascinated. 
www.ainscough.co.uk/ 
 
 
It only left us to sheet the engines back up and 
then clear away the remains in the car park. 



 
 

 
A few marks in the car park are all that remain of what was the Ruston’s resting 
place for almost 8 years. 



 

We have now regained a lot of space in the car park. 
 

 



So what’s next? 
 
Work can now start in earnest to strip, clean, repair and restore the engine.  We 
hope it will be able to pursue this through to running condition but a lot will depend 
on what we find as our work continues. 
 
In time the area where the engine now stands will have a building over it but that is in 
our longer term plans when resources and money permit. 
 
We hope you have enjoyed our tale about the engine and would be happy to accept 
any donation you might like to make to help us in our quest to save and restore our 
industrial heritage.  The museum is a registered charity and receives no grants or 
funds from government towards running costs, relying on admission charges and 
donations to finance the many restoration projects we undertake.   
 
For any donation we would be extremely grateful.  Please use the donate button on 
the home page of our website or try this link, every click helps.   
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http://tiny.cc/2n38u  
 
 
 
When you are next at the museum you will be able to see where the Ruston is now 
in residence.  Do ask us where we are up to on our restoration project and when we 
have more information and photographs we will add to our story with part 4. 
 
As well as its collection of engines, the museum is also proving to be a draw for 
Poynton locals as the museum has a large collection of local history items such as 
photographs, maps, mementoes and keepsakes from the Vernon Estate and 
Anson Colliery.  
 
In recent years the museum has won several awards and has gained quality 
assured visitor attraction status from Visit Britain’s Visitor Attraction Quality 
Assurance Service.  Additionally the museum has featured several times on 
television.   
 
It is open every Friday, Saturday, Sunday and Bank Holiday from Easter Sunday 
until end October plus other times and days by arrangement.  See website for details 
of special events and exhibitions throughout the year.   www.enginemuseum.org 
 
 

 



Ealing Studios films – for  interest  

·  Birds of Prey (1930) 

·  A Honeymoon Adventure 
(1931) 

·  Sally in Our Alley (1931) 

·  Looking on the Bright Side 
(1932) 

·  Love on the Spot (1932) 

·  Nine Till Six (1932) 

·  The Bailiffs (1932) 

·  The Impassive Footman 
(1932) 

·  The Sign of Four (1932) 

·  The Water Gypsies (1932) 

·  Loyalties (1933) 

·  Perfect Understanding (1933) 

·  The Fortunate Fool (1933) 

·  The House of Trent (1933) 

·  The Right to Live (1933) 

·  This Week of Grace (1933) 

·  Three Men in a Boat (1933) 

·  Tiger Bay (1933) 

·  To Brighton with Gladys 
(1933) 

·  Autumn Crocus (1934) 

·  Love, Life and Laughter 
(1934) 

·  Rolling in Money (1934) 

·  Sing As We Go (1934) 

·  The Perfect Flaw (1934) 

·  The Secret of the Loch (1934) 

·  Honeymoon for Three (1935) 

·  It Happened in Paris (1935) 

·  Look Up and Laugh (1935) 

·  Lorna Doone (1935) 

·  Midshipman Easy (1935) 

·  No Limit (1935) 

·  Play Up the Band (1935) 

·  The Dictator (1935) 

·  The Public Life of Henry IX 
(1935) 

·  The Silent Passenger (1935) 

·  A Woman Alone (1936) 

·  Calling the Tune (1936) 

·  Cheer Up (1936) 

·  Dreams Come True (1936) 

·  Guilty Melody (1936) 

·  Keep Your Seats, Please 
(1936) 

·  Laburnum Grove (1936) 

·  Olympic Honeymoon (1936) 

·  Queen of Hearts (1936) 

·  The House of the Spaniard 
(1936) 

·  The Lonely Road (1936) 

·  Tropical Trouble (1936) 

·  Whom the Gods Love (1936) 

·  Brief Ecstasy (1937) 

·  Feather Your Nest (1937) 

·  Keep Fit (1937) 

·  Secret Lives (1937) 

·  Take a Chance (1937) 

·  The Girl in the Taxi (1937) 

·  The High Command (1937) 

·  The Show Goes On (1937) 

·  Who's Your Lady Friend? 
(1937) 

·  I See Ice (1938) 

·  It's in the Air (1938) 

·  Penny Paradise (1938) 

·  The Gaunt Stranger (1938) 

·  The Ware Case (1938) 

·  Let's Be Famous (1939) 

·  Trouble Brewing (1939) 

·  The Four Just Men (1939) 

·  There Ain't No Justice (1939) 

·  Young Man's Fancy (1939) 

·  Cheer Boys Cheer (1939) 

·  Come on George (1939) 

·  Return to Yesterday (1940) 

·  The Proud Valley (1940) 

·  Let George Do It (1940) 

·  Convoy (1940) 

·  Saloon Bar (1940) 

·  Sailors Three (1940) 

·  Spare a Copper (1940) 

·  The Ghost of St. Michael's 
(1941) 

·  Turned Out Nice Again 
(1941) 

·  Ships with Wings (1941) 

·  The Black Sheep of Whitehall 
(1942) 

·  The Big Blockade (1942) 

·  The Foreman Went to France 
(1942) 

·  The Next of Kin (1942) 

·  The Goose Steps Out (1942) 

·  Nine Men (1943) 

·  The Bells Go Down (1943) 

·  Undercover (1943) 

·  My Learned Friend (1943) 

·  Went the Day Well? (1943) 

·  San Demetrio London (1943) 

·  The Halfway House (1944) 

·  For Those in Peril (1944) 

·  They Came to a City (1944) 

·  Champagne Charlie (1944) 

·  Fiddlers Three (1944) 

·  Johnny Frenchman (1945) 

·  Painted Boats (1945) 

·  Dead of Night (1945) 

·  Pink String and Sealing Wax 
(1945) 

·  The Captive Heart (1946) 

·  The Overlanders (1946) - 
produced by Ealing but 
filmed on location in 
Australia 

·  Hue and Cry (1947) - generally considered to 
be the first of the "Ealing Comedies" 

·  Nicholas Nickleby (1947) 

·  The Loves of Joanna Godden (1947) 

·  Frieda (1947) 

·  It Always Rains on Sunday (1947) 

·  Against the Wind (1948) 

·  Saraband for Dead Lovers (1948) - Ealing's 
first Technicolor film 

·  Another Shore (1948) 

·  Scott of the Antarctic (1948) 

·  Eureka Stockade (1949) 

·  Passport to Pimlico (1949) 

·  Whisky Galore! (1949) 

·  Kind Hearts and Coronets (1949) 

·  Train of Events (1949) 

·  A Run for Your Money (1949) 

·  The Blue Lamp (1950) 

·  Dance Hall (1950) 

·  Bitter Springs (1950) 

·  Cage of Gold (1950) 

·  The Magnet (1950) 

·  Pool of London (1951) 

·  The Lavender Hill Mob (1951) 

·  The Man in the White Suit (1951) 

·  Where No Vultures Fly (1951) 

·  His Excellency (1952) 

·  The Secret People (1952) 

·  I Believe in You (1952) 

·  Mandy (1952) 

·  The Gentle Gunman (1952) 

·  The Titfield Thunderbolt (1953) 

·  The Cruel Sea (1953) 

·  The Square Ring (1953) 

·  Meet Mr. Lucifer (1953) 

·  The Love Lottery (1954) 

·  The Maggie (1954) 

·  West of Zanzibar (1954) 

·  The Rainbow Jacket (1954) 

·  Lease of Life (1954) 

·  The Divided Heart (1954) 

·  Out of the Clouds (1955) 

·  The Night My Number Came Up (1955) 

·  The Ship That Died of Shame (1955) 

·  Touch and Go (1955) 

·  The Ladykillers (1955) 

·  The Feminine Touch (1956) 

·  Who Done It? (1956) 

·  The Long Arm (1956) 

·  Man in the Sky (1957) 

·  The Shiralee (1957) 

·  Barnacle Bill (1957) 

·  Davy (1957) 

·  Dunkirk (1958) 

·  Nowhere to Go (1958) 

·  The Siege of Pinchgut (1959) 


