
The JCB Dieselmax is to receive prestigious heritage award 
 
The Institution of Mechanical Engineers (ImechE) has awarded its coveted Engineering Heritage 

Award (EHA) to the JCB Dieselmax engine that powered the world’s fastest diesel car.  The 

Dieselmax broke the diesel land speed record on 23 August 2006 at the Bonneville Salt Flats in 

Utah, USA finally reaching a speed of 350.092mph.  The engine is currently on display at the 

Anson Engine Museum, Poynton, Cheshire. A plaque denoting the award is to be unveiled at a 

special presentation ceremony in October.    

 

The IMechE, which has Her Majesty The Queen as its patron, launched the EHA (formerly the 

EHHS) in 1984 to recognise landmark developments in mechanical engineering and to raise the 

profile of the profession. Awards are not often made and there is a very stringent criteria applying 

to submissions. Previous examples of items that have received the award include the Thames 

Barrier, the Harrier jump jet, the Rolls Royce RB211 engine, the invention of the FloatGlass 

process at Pilkington Glass and the original Gardner 4L2 engine that is on display at the Anson 

Engine Museum.    

 

In the case of the JCB Dieselmax, the suggestion was first put to the local Branch earlier this year 

while the engine was on display at the museum as part of the Diesel Exhibition, the idea received 

an encouraging response. There 

followed a detailed evaluation by the 

judging panel in London.  Notification of 

the award has just been received and 

arrangements are now underway to 

make the official ceremony in October a 

truly memorable event in the history of 

the Anson Engine Museum. 

 

Geoff Challinor, Chairman and Curator 

at the museum, said “We are absolutely 

delighted that this very British engine 

has been recognised in this way.  JCB 

developed a wonderful engine and I am very proud to have it on display at the museum.  It is a 

testament to what British engineering can do on the world stage.” 

 



Dr Tim Leverton , JCB’s Group Engineering Director and Dieselmax Project Director, said “It is 

fantastic news lo learn that the IMechE has honoured the engine in this way and I look forward to 

receiving the award on behalf of the Chairman and whole JCB Dieselmax team”. 

 

The Engineering Heritage Hallmark award is being made in recognition of the JCB Dieselmax 

being the fastest diesel engine in the world and being the vanguard for a family of powerful 

engines that have been proven in that have been proven in JCB construction machines throughout 

the world. 

 

The museum is open 10:00 until 17:00 every Friday, Saturday and Sunday throughout the summer 

until the 26th of October 2008.  The JCB Dieselmax engine is on display at the museum, the first 

time this engine has been on display in the North West. 

 
 

     
 

  
The JCB Dieselmax is the world’s fastest diesel powered car. It was developed by British 
construction and engineering company JCB, and designed entirely by computer. The Dieselmax 
broke the diesel land speed record on 23 August 2006 at the Bonneville Salt Flats in Utah, USA 
finally reaching a speed of 350.092mph (563.418kph).  Driven by Wing Commander Andy Green, 
the record breaking achievement attracted world wide interest and media attention.  
 
The nine metre long Dieselmax was the brainchild of JCB Chairman Sir Anthony Bamford. His 
objective was to showcase the extreme performance of the JCB444  diesel engine which normally 
powers the company’s backhoe loaders and telescopic handlers. Dr Tim Leverton, JCB’s Group 
Engineering Director and Dieselmax Project Director, recalled “This all started off one day when Sir 
Anthony said to me ‘do you think we could build a world record car with our engine?’…I thought it 
was a pretty bizarre request when you consider JCB makes digger engines!” 
 
The design was developed by generating a highly detailed 2D electronic computer model of the 
car, revealing all of its components. A full scale mock-up was then built to verify all aspects of the 
concept before work started on the actual car. The two specially modified turbo-charged diesel 
engines, each capable of producing 750bhp, have twice the power of a Formula One car.  
 
In the extreme conditions of the Bonneville Salt Flats, the JCB Dieselmax team set three records – 
317.021mph, 328.767mph and 350.092mph in only six days. The JCB Dieselmax holds a unique 
place in land speed racing history. 


