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Dion died on the 15th January, 4 days before his 88th birthday. 
  
Dion first came to Itchenor around 1928, his father building Oldfield House in 1938. Dion became a 
member of the Itchenor Sailing Club in 1934 and sailed Sharpies. 
  
When the war started, Dion joined Supermarine in Southampton, a subsidiary of Vickers-
Armstrong, building Spitfire fighters, the aircraft more responsible than any other to win the Battle 
of Britain, and ultimately the war. Dion worked as an assistant to Jeffrey Quill, their ace Spitfire test 
pilot. It was part of Dion's job to keep factories in production even when bombed, to find new 
premises, move equipment in and start up production as soon as possible.  
  
After the war, Dion joined Gardners, the leading manufacturer of diesel engines, where his father 
and brother also worked.  He was the Sales Director and always said it was an easy job as 
everyone wanted Gardner engines and you did not have to sell them at all.   
  
When he retired from Gardners in 1980, he and his wife Betty found Oldfield House too large and 
so they took some of the garden and had Oldfield Cottage built in the grounds, with another large 
double garage filled with useful equipment. 
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Returning to Itchenor, Dion's interest in boating returned, he rejoined the sailing club and by good 
fortune he and I were introduced.  We were both engineers, and became the best of friends afloat 

and ashore.  It was especially fortunate that Dion enjoyed 
crewing, and I helming.  Together in our 'X' boat 
Xtravagance we were exceptionally successful.  Part of the 
success is due to the fact that with two engineers, hardly 
ever anything broke, and many items of equipment not 
available in the marine trade were purpose made by Dion. 
 
 
When members of the Itchenor Sailing Club bought Haines 
Boatyard to ensure the future of racing keelboats at 
Itchenor, Dion also subscribed and became a very useful 
director. 
  
Besides helping the 'X' boats, Dion's expertise with diesel 
engines was of great help to the Itchenor Sailing Club.  
When the engines of Betivuka developed problems, Dion 
was always there to put things right. 

  
Dion became the 'Mr Fixit' in the village.  Whether it was a vacuum cleaner, lawn mower, or kettle, 
Dion was there to help others.  Dion's contribution to Itchenor was further demonstrated through 
his role as secretary of the Memorial Hall for many years. He used the hall floor to fulfil yet another 
task as XOD Divisional sail measurer.  Such was Dion's attention to detail that his records show 
that he measured 836 sails over the years. 
  
Dion was an outstandingly loyal husband.  When after a race we would stay at the club for lunch or 
tea, Dion went home so that Betty would not be alone. 
  
About 3 years ago, Dion suffered a serious stroke which partly paralysed him. When Betty also 
became ill, and then died, Dion lost the pleasure of living and gradually deteriorated.  
  
We shall remember Dion for his help for others, his technical skills and, especially, his sense of 
humour which never left him, even in his last years.  Those of us who had the good fortune of 
knowing Dion will always love and never forget him.   
  

 


